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(L-R)--Guest Speaker, Mr. Benjamin Dikki,

Director General of Bureau

of Public Enterprises;

Chairman of the occasion, Mallam Yunus Ustaz Usman, SAN; and President of Just Friends Club

of Nigeria, Mr. Jerome Green-Amakwe,

which held on June 27, 2014 in Abuja

at the maiden Just Friends Club of Nigeria Annual Lecture

Bloodbath averted in Kano

ger off the explosion,

M Police intercept 13 bombs .50 announced the

major blood-
bath was Fri-
day averted
in Kano as
Nigeria Police Force,
intercepted 13 gas
cylinders of Impro-
vised Explosive De-
vices (IED) primed to
explode on worship-
pers at a Jumat Pray-
ing Ground in the state
capital.
The IEDs were loaded in
a rickety ox- blood Nissan
Starlet car with registra-
tion number, AV 234 NSR,
within the surrounding of
the Praying Ground at Sau-
na General Area, Dakata in
Kano State, a few minutes
ahead of the praying time,

which was to commence at
2.00pm.

Briefing newsmen on the
development at the Bompai
headquarters of the com-
mand, Kano State Com-
missioner of Police, Alhaji
Adenrele Shinaba, held that
the Improvised Explo-
sive Devices were already
primed and were tickling to
the hour of explosion when
the police intercepted them.
He added that if they had
exploded on the innocent
worshippers, the Abuja
tragedy, two days back,
would have been a child’s
play.

The commissioner, who
also displayed a remote
control key, billed to trig-

recovery of some live
bullets in the ill fated
vehicle.

Talking about the recov-
ery of the TEDs (bombs)
he said the police received
information from the mem-
bers of the public that a
vehicle was abandoned in
their vicinity.

He added that following
the tip from the commu-
nity, the police immediately
dispatched their Explosive
Ordinance Unit to the spot.
According to him, upon
arrival, the vehicle was
screened and found to be
loaded with explosive de-
vices. He explained that the
police first asked the resi-
dents of the area to leave
the vicinity of the parked

car, following which they
detonated the first gas cyl-
inder, adding that the im-
pact of that single detona-
tion shook several houses
simultaneously and made
a very loud, huge explosive
sound.

Following this develop-
ment, the Explosive Ordi-
nance Unit advised that the
rest of the explosive devic-
es should not be denoted at
the point, but should be re-
moved elsewhere to ensure
they were safely detonated.

He appreciated the mem-
bers of the Kano public for
the timely and vital infor-
mation while thanking God
for the protection of lives,
restating that if the terror-
ists had succeeded, “the
agony would have been un-
imaginable by now.”

FG’s plan to cripple our govt’ll fail —Aregbesola

FROM BAMIGBOLA
GBOLAGUNTE, OS-
OGBO

sun State gov-

ernor, Mr

Rauf Aregbe-

sola has de-

clared that the plot of the

Federal Government to

cripple his administra-

tion before the August

9 election in the state

through the statutory

monthly allocation will
fail.

The governor while

answering questions dur-

ing the eight edition of

“Gbangbadekun”, a state
government public interac-
tive feedback programme
in [jebu-Jesa, headquarters
of Oriade Local Govern-
ment Area of the state said
aside from the drastic drop
in the allocation, plans are
underway to stop it tempo-
rarily.

He accused the Federal
Government of a deliber-
ate attempt to weaken the
federating units especially
the states where the op-
position All Progressives
Congress (APC) is ruling,
by ways of not making
funds available to them for
political reasons.

Aregbesola said that,
despite the falling alloca-
tion his administration will
continue to pay the work-
ers regularly.

According to him, “the
Federal Government aside
from the drop in the allo-
cation has devised a means
to cripple our government
before the August election
by not giving us the statu-
tory monthly allocation.
“Though the allocation
aside from the drop has not
been coming on time, the
allocation for the Month of
May only came yesterday,
even before it came we
have paid the May salary

Terrorism won’t stop Jonathan —Niger

FROM TONY JOHN,
PORT HARCOURT

ouths of Ni-
ger Delta re-
gion have de-
clared that no
amount of terrorism by
the Boko Haram would

Mouka urges terrorists

BY VERA WISDOM-
BASSEY

eneral Over-
seer of the
Lord’s Chosen
Charismatic

stop President Good-
luck Jonathan’s second
term bid.

The youths made the state-
ment yesterday, when they
paid a courtesy visit on the
Special Adviser on Youths
to the Managing Director of
Niger Delta Development
Commission (NDDC), Barr.

Church, ljesha, Pastor
Lazarus Muoka has
called on Nigerians
to embrace peace de-
spite the challenges
be-deviling the coun-
try.

He made this remark

George Turnah. The youths,
who described the Islamist
sect as a political creation
to distract Jonathan’s presi-
dency, warned the group
against further violence,
pointing out that no group
had monopoly of violence.
President of Niger Delta
Youth Movement (NDYM),

to embrace

during a m%nnmm conference
in his office after the just
concluded church pro-
grammes entitled.

“And enemies submit-
ted”.

Stressing that the insur-
gence should not deter our

of our workers. “Let me
tell you that there are plans
by the federal government
not to release the alloca-
tion of the coming months
before the election so as to
cripple our government,
thinking that we will not
be able to pay workers sal-
ary. I want to tell you that
they have failed because
we will device means of
paying our workers”.

He assured the people of
the State that his adminis-
tration will never sack any
worker despite the falling
allocation from the federa-
tion account.

Delta youths

Mr. Felix Ogbonna, in his
speech, said that a second
term for President Jonathan
cannot negotiated.

“Time has come for us in
this region to tell Nigerians
that we are not comfortable
with all this distraction mak-
ing him (Jonathan) not to
concentrate.

peace
unity of mind and purpose,
he beckoned on all to seek
righteousness, which in it
we’ll find peace.
According to him, the
enemies of Nigeria will
surely submit, as the peo-
ple draw closer to God.

Why we
offered
mega
schools, free
bus shuttle
in Ondo
—Mimiko
ndo State
governor, Dr
Olusegun
Mimiko, has
revealed that the mega
school and free school
bus shuttle initiatives of
his government were de-
signed to bridge the gap
between the children of
the rich and the poor in
the state.

Governor Mimiko said
this in his office during a
courtesy visit on him by the
President, Global Develop-
ment of Bill and Melinda
Gate Foundation, Dr Chris-
topher Elias.

While appreciating the
support so far received
from the foundation,
Mimiko explained that his
administration took a de-
liberate step to focus on in-
novations that impact posi-
tively on the lives of the
downtrodden in the society.

He maintained that the
mega school and free shut-
tle bus concepts were all
targeted at bridging the gap
between the children of the
rich and the poor so that the
poor can have a sense of
belonging in the society.

Dr Mimiko described
primary healthcare as a vi-
tal tool to reach out to the
people at the grassroot, not-
ing that the collaborative
efforts of the state and local
governments with relevant
stakeholders have assisted
greatly in achieving zero-
tolerance for polio in the
State.

He added that his ad-
ministration has been able
to track pregnant women
from conception to deliv-
ery and offer them free
health care, including ce-
sarean operation.

Speaking earlier, Dr
Elias commended the inno-
vation of the state govern-
ment in the health sector,
saying that his foundation
has no regret in partnering
the government on polio
eradication. It would be
recalled that Ondo State
won the 2012 edition of the
leadership challenge award
of the foundation in Ni-
geria.Dr Elias noted that
his tour of health facilities
in the state has shown that
the State government had
achieved a lot in tackling
infant and maternal mortal-
ity.

He also expressed hap-
piness on the rate of re-
duction in polio disease
in Nigeria with statistics
showing appreciable de-
cline. He stressed that
evidence- based reports
were also being received
through the confidential
inquiry into maternal death
programme of the state
government.
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